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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Diocesan Safeguarding Sunday 
 The letter from the Archbishop to mark Diocesan Safeguarding Sunday is being read at all 

the masses this weekend. We copy it here so that you can read again at your leisure.  

This year our diocesan Safeguarding Sunday coincides with the "World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees". We should take this opportunity to reflect on the particular vulnerability of the children 
who come to this country as refugees or seeking international protection. 

Most people who migrate to Ireland do so in a planned way. They come here to live on a short- or 
long-term basis, and they contribute to our society through their work, especially in fields such as 
health and social services. They enrich our lives, our culture and our Church. Many of them have 
brought fresh life and vigour to our parishes. 

A much smaller number of people (about 10% of the total) come here as asylum-seeking refugees, 
often fleeing war, persecution and extreme poverty. Just like those who left Ireland in so-called coffin 
ships during the Famine, many endure great hardship in making the journey to Ireland. In 2025 
approximately 13,000 people came here seeking international protection. Included in that number 
were nearly 5,000 children who arrived with family members. However, during that year 248 
unaccompanied children arrived in Ireland. 

Unaccompanied children are very vulnerable to exploitation, including sexual exploitation, trafficking 
and abuse. Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, has responsibility for their welfare and protection. 
Younger children are placed in foster care wherever possible, while older children may be 
accommodated in residential settings. The availability of suitable accommodation and support for 
these children remains a significant challenge. Where appropriate, safe and regulated 
accommodation is not available, children can find themselves in settings where safeguarding 
arrangements may not provide the level of protection that vulnerable children require. 

 

Masses at Mount Argus 

Sunday: 8.00 am, 11.00 am, 4.00 pm 

Monday to Friday: 10.00 am, 6.15 pm 

Saturdays: 11.00 am, 6.15 (Vigil Mass) 

Working Holydays 6.15 pm Vigil, 10.00 am, 6.15 pm 

Church Opening Hours 

Sunday: 7.30 am to 5.00 pm 

Monday to Friday: 9.30 am to 6.45 pm 

Saturday: 10.30 am to 7.00 pm 

 

Blessing with the Relic of St Charles 

Monday to Friday after 10.00 am Mass 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday at 4.00 pm 

Saturday after 11.00 am Mass 

Sunday after 11.00 am and 4.00 pm Mass 

St Charles Novena Mass: Saturday, 11.00 am 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 

11.00 - 11.30 am, 4.00 - 4.30 pm  

Saturday:  4.00 to 5.30 pm 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Wednesdays and Fridays: 4.00 to 6.00 pm 

 



How do we, as a Christian community, respond to this situation?  

• Crosscare, the diocesan social care agency, provides an immigration information and advice 
service. We must continue to support this vital work.  

• We must strive to build inclusive parishes where all are welcomed, cherished and supported, 
especially those in difficult circumstances, recognising a sister or brother in the other. We 
must continue to emphasise the importance of safeguarding and attendance at safeguarding 
training. Training helps us to recognise the risks that children and young people may face 
and to understand how concerns for their safety should be responded to and reported.  

• We must insist that all activities for children and young people are run in strict accordance 
with best safeguarding practices. 

• We should remember that we are citizens as well as Christians and seek to influence public 
debate about matters to do with immigration. We should highlight the many ways in which 
Irish society is enriched through immigration and reject all forms of racism and xenophobia. 

• We need to foster social cohesion and make sure that Ireland continues to be known as a 
country of "a thousand welcomes" for the people who come to our shores. We must develop 
a profound respect for people from different cultural and religious backgrounds. As Pope Leo 
said on 17 June of this year: "We are all invited to re-read the gospel in todav's world, 
exchanging the gifts of our respective cultures with each other”. 

• We must continue to remember, and to pray for, all victims and survivors of abuse. 

Safeguarding is ultimately about creating communities where every child is valued, respected and 
protected. On this Safeguarding Sunday, let us renew our commitment to making our parishes 

places of welcome, inclusion, safety and care for all.  Dermot Farrell, September 2026 

------oooooOOOooooo------ 

Note from our Provincial, Fr. Martin: 
I have some sad news to share with all the members 
of the parish. Last Sunday Fr Aidan O’Kane, had a 
serious fall while on a pilgrimage to Medjugorje.  He 
sustained a severe spinal injury.  He is being treated 
in a hospital in Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
It is still too early to have a full picture of Fr Aidan’s 
condition but early indicators are that his injuries are 
severe and life changing. 
As you know, Fr Aidan was diagnosed with cancer 
at the end of 2025.  He had successful surgery in 
April 2026.  He was making a good recovery and 
was due to return to the parish in early October. 
I ask you to continue your prayerful support of Fr 
Aidan.  He appreciated very much your prayers and 
good wishes during his recent illness. Those prayers 
are needed once again. 
Fr Pat Fitzgerald will continue to act as priest in-
charge for the time being, assisted by other 
members of the community. 

St. Vincent de Paul Collection: 
The monthly collection in aid of the work the 
local branch of St. Vincent de Paul, will be taken 
up after all masses this week-end. 
The annual collection for Crosscare:  
This was taken up after the masses last week-
end, and came to a very generous €1,412. 
Thank you again for your generous support.  
St. Clare's Primary School Open Day: 
St. Clare's Primary School in Harold's Cross will 
open it's enrolment for Junior Infants 2027/28 
on Friday 2nd of October. Application forms can 

be found on our website, www.stclares.ie. The 
school is hosting an Open Day, Friday, October 
2nd, from 09:30am - 11:30am. All families are 
welcome to visit the school to meet with staff 
and pupils. We look forward to welcoming you.  
Relics of the ‘Little Flower’ & her parents: 
The Relics of St Thérèse of Lisieux and Ss 
Louis and Zélie Martin will be welcomed to 
Legion of Mary, Dublin (De Montfort House, 
Morning Star Avenue, Brunswick Street North, 
Dublin 7, D07 VA03) on this coming Friday, 
October 2, at 1pm by Archbishop of Dublin 
Dermot Farrell. They will be available for public 
veneration until Saturday, October 3, at 5pm, 
when a closing mass will be celebrated by 
Bishop Dempsey. 
We pray for the sick and housebound of our 
Parish – we ask you to particularly keep Fr. Aidan, 
our parish priest, in your prayers; we remember 
those who have died recently: Barney Champion 
… and those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time: Tom Frewen, Angela Forsyth, James Mc 
Parland, Anne Marie Darker, Maura Wall, Rosaleen 
& Des Clegg. 

Financial Update 

Last week’s Collection €1,290.00 

Bank Standing Orders (approx.)  €250.00 
  

Donations via website €150.25 

Card machines  €840.00 

 

http://www.stclares.ie/

