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Second Sunday of Advent (year A) 
 

The Season of Advent is a time of spiritual preparation for Christmas. You will see that the building 
of our Christmas crib has already started, preparing the place where the image of the child Jesus will 
be found on Christmas Day.  Perhaps you are already thinking of the Christmas Crib you will place in 
your home at Christmas.  
 
In a letter he wrote in 2019, Pope Francis reflected on the meaning of what he called “the enchanting 
image of the Christmas Crib”. He wrote:  
 

I wish to encourage the beautiful family tradition of preparing the nativity scene in the days 
before Christmas, but also the custom of setting it up in the workplace, in schools, hospitals, 
prisons and town squares. Great imagination and creativity is always shown in employing the 
most diverse materials to create small masterpieces of beauty. As children, we learn from our 
parents and grandparents to carry on this joyful tradition…. It is my hope that this custom will 
never be lost and that, wherever it has fallen into disuse, it can be rediscovered and revived. 

 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception – Monday 8th December 
 

The feast of the Immaculate Conception commemorates the belief that Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
was conceived without original sin. It is about Mary’s conception, not Jesus’, and nine months later 
on 8th September we celebrate her birthday.   
 
We commemorate the Jesus’ conception on 25th March, the Feast of the Annunciation, (otherwise 
called the Incarnation, that is, when Jesus assumed flesh in his mother’s womb), and nine months 
later, on 25th December, we celebrate His birth. 
 
The Church teaches that Mary was conceived immaculately, that is without original sin - a dogma 
which Pope Pius IX defined in 1854.  Hail Mary, full of grace: by grace, Mary is sinless because she 
would become the mother of Jesus.  Four years after Pope Pius’ announcement, on 25 March 1858, 
(Feast of the Annunciation), Our Lady revealed to St Bernadette in Lourdes, ‘’I am the Immaculate 
Conception’’.    

 
Monday 8th December is a Holy Day of Obligation and Masses are at 10:00am and 6:15pm. 

Masses at Mount Argus 

Sunday: 8.00 am, 11.00 am, 4.00 pm 

Monday to Friday: 10.00 am, 6.15 pm 

Saturdays: 11.00 am, 6.15 (Vigil Mass) 

Working Holydays 6.15 pm Vigil, 10.00 am, 6.15 pm 

Church Opening Hours 

Sunday: 7.30 am to 5.00 pm 

Monday to Friday: 9.30 am to 6.45 pm 

Saturday: 10.30 am to 7.00 pm 

 

Blessing with the Relic of St Charles 

Monday to Friday after 10.00 am Mass 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday at 4.00 pm 

Saturday after 11.00 am Mass 

Sunday after 11.00 am and 4.00 pm Mass 

St Charles Novena Mass: Saturday, 11.00 am 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 

11.00 - 11.30 am, 4.00 - 4.30 pm  

Saturday:  4.00 to 5.30 pm 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Wednesdays and Fridays: 4.00 to 6.00 pm 



 
Catholic Education – Have Your Say 
You are invited to express your wishes and views about the future of primary schools in areas such as:  

• Denominational or multi-denominational patronage  

• English - or Irish - medium education  

• Co-educational or single-sex schooling  
The diocese recommends to Have your say by completing the Government’s online survey by 16th 
December at: www.gov.ie/primaryschoolsurvey 
 

 Diamond Jubilee  
We congratulate Fr Eugene CP on the diamond jubilee (60 years’ anniversary) of his ordination.  Fr 
Eugene will celebrate a Mass of thanksgiving next Sunday 14th December at 11:00am, after which 
there will be an opportunity to extend personal congratulations over tea/coffee in the St Charles 
Centre - everyone invited. 
 

Church Cleaning for Christmas  
On Sunday, 21st December, from 5:00pm to 7pm, we will be cleaning the Church in preparation for 
Christmas.  We welcome volunteers to help - even for just part of this time; every little help will be 
very much appreciated.  All cleaning materials and equipment will be provided. 
 

Mount Argus Parish Centre (179 Lower Kimmage Road) 
Coffee Morning at the Centre will be on Friday 12th December 10.30 am to 12.00 noon. Please come 
along - everyone welcome.  
 

The Mount Argus Community Centre Seniors’ Christmas Party will be held in the Centre on 
Saturday 13th December from 2pm to 5pm - admission is by ticket only.  Tickets are available from 
Mary Kennedy, Derbhil Johnson, or call the Centre 01 492 1225 and they will be delivered to you. 
 

Choir Rehearsals for Christmas 
Parish Choir rehearsals for Advent and Christmas will take place on Saturday 13th and 20th 
December from 7.30 to 9.30 pm in the Upper Room. Interested new adult members are welcome. 
 

Carol Service and Bambinelli Sunday 
Our annual Carol Service will take place next Sunday, 14th December at 6:00pm, the third Sunday 
of Advent.  In Italy, this day is known as “Bambinelli Sunday” when the little figures of the baby 
Jesus, which people will place in their Christmas Cribs, are blessed.  We invite children - and adults 
too - to bring the baby Jesus figure for their Crib to the Carol Service, when there will be a blessing 
for the figures of the Christ-child (the “Bambinelli”). 
 

A collection will be taken up at the Carol Service to support the work of the Capuchin Day Centre. 
Come along - bring the family - and sing your way towards Christmas. 

 

St Vincent de Paul Society Christmas Appeal 
The annual Christmas Appeal on behalf of the St Vincent de Paul Society, will take place this year on 
the weekend of 13th/14th December.  
 

Advent Service of Reconciliation 
Our Reconciliation Service and Mass will be held at 11:00am on Saturday 20th December.  

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our Parish….; we remember those who have died 
recently: Carmel O’Brien, Kathlen Carr, Marua McPhee, Thomas Nolan, Jeanette Wade and Alan 
Hennessy (Larkfield Park) - funeral at 10am on Wednesday, Dec 10th; and those whose anniversary 
occurs at this time: Bridge and Tom Ennis, Brigid May, John Begley, Michael and Mary Gilroy, 
Gerard Bergin, Josephine and Edward Disney, Cora Egan, Pattie Walsh and Declan McVerry, Sarah 
Richards, Michael and Johanna Brown, Fr Herman and Gerard Begley and Colm Kenny (MM) 

 

Financial Update       

Last week’s collection €1,250.00  Donations via website €166.00 

Standing orders, approx. €250.00  Payments via credit card machines €918.00 

 

http://www.gov.ie/primaryschoolsurvey


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SURVEY – HAVE YOUR SAY 

 
 

The Department of Education and Youth has launched its “Have Your Say” survey, inviting 

parents, guardians, school staff, and Board of Management members, to share their views on 

the future of their parish school and for the education to be provided to the children of the 

parish. 

 

This is an opportunity to express your wishes about key questions such as:  

 

•                     Denominational or multi-denominational patronage  

•                     English- or Irish-medium education  

•                     Co-educational or single-sex schooling  

 

Since the survey is school specific, the information gathered in this survey will play an 

important role in shaping the future of your parish school. For example, the Department may 

make decisions on patronage, such as whether your school remains a Catholic school or 

moves to a multi-denominational model, depending on what is expressed in the survey.  

 

Equally, the survey could result in changes to single-sex or co-educational provision in your 

local parish school, or a change in the medium of instruction.  

 

It is essential that the full range of views within our community is heard. Those who value 

maintaining a Catholic ethos within the school, including religious instruction, faith 

formation and sacramental preparation, should ensure their voices are represented, just as 

those who would welcome change should do the same. It is only with strong participation 

that the Department can gain an accurate picture of what your school community truly wants.  

 

The survey is very short and is available online at https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-

education/campaigns/primary-school-survey/ 

 

It will remain open until 16th December 2025.  

 

Parents will need their Eircode to complete the survey. School staff and members of a 

school’s Board of Management will need the unique PIN that has been provided to the 

school. Your input matters. Take the time to make sure your voice is included so that 

decisions about the future of your parish school genuinely reflect the views of your 

community.  

 

Make sure to “Have your Say” 

 

Mgr Dan O’Connor 

Episcopal Vicar for Education 

 

3rd December 2025 
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